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1. The EEA’s mission

What? 

The provision of relevant, 

reliable, targeted and timely 

information to policy-making 

agents and the public.

Why?

To help achieve significant and 

measurable improvements in 

Europe’s environment and to 

support sustainable development. 

+ European environment information and observation network  

(EIONET )



1. EEA: the MDIAK chain



MONITORING: By Member States

Emission inventories (NEC Directive, Convention of Geneva (CLRTAP))

Air Quality (AQ Directives 2004/107/EC and 2008/50/EC)
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2. EEA´s work on air pollution (1)

Together with the European Topic 

Centre on Air Pollution and Climate 

Change Mitigation



ASSESSMENTS

2. EEA´s work on air pollution (2)

KNOWLEDGE



3. Air quality in Europe: reports

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2016

Air quality in Europe – 2017 report

http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/air-quality-in-europe-2016


EU Member States (2000 – 2015)
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3. Air quality in Europe: emissions have decreased
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3. AQ in Europe: emissions from different sectors
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3. Particulate matter (PM10) concentrations systematically exceed EU 

standards across large parts of Europe
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3. PM2.5 high in the same regions as PM10

0

10

20

30

40

50



3. The PM2.5 Average exposure indicator



3. NO2 harms the respiratory and cardiovascular systems
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3. Benzo[a]pyrene concentrations are still high in Eastern Europe
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Source: CSI004

3. Many Europeans still exposed to harmful levels of air pollution 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/indicators/exceedance-of-air-quality-limit-3/assessment-2


3. Health impacts - latest estimates (2014)



4. Measures to improve air quality

• European legislation

• National plans

• Regional and local measures

• Obligation of MS of implement and report measures

• Old questionnaire on Plan and Programmes

• New e-reporting



4. E-reporting of measures: moving from the old questionnaire

Commission Implementing Decision 2011/850/EC



5. E-reporting of measures: future

Additional QA/QC by EEA: consistency of the reported

information

Viewers: they will facilitate the analysis of the reported

information

Analysis of the information: ETC/ACM – EEA future technical

report

AQ Portal:

http://eeadmz1-cws-wp-air.azurewebsites.net/

http://aideh.apps.eea.europa.eu/?source={"query":{"match_all":{}},"display_type":"tabular"}
http://eeadmz1-cws-wp-air.azurewebsites.net/


5. Conclusions

1. Policies are working: air quality is slowly improving as a 

direct result of past and current policies, and technological 

improvements.

2. However, air pollution remains responsible for more than 

400 000 premature deaths in Europe each year. It 

continues to damage vegetation and ecosystems. 

3. Effective air quality policies require action and cooperation 

at different scales: pan-European, national and local/city 

levels. 

4. Systemic solutions must increasingly be found to move 

towards air quality consistent with the WHO AQ 

guidelines, and achieve the EU’s 2050 vision of “living well 

within the limits of the planet”.
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